Carnevale di Venecia

the Republic, building or repairing, for the main fleet of thirty
galleys is in the Adriatic, it is guarded, day and night, by sentries up-
on towers, who call out at every hour. In the words of De La Lande:
cLes Venetiens regardent cet Arsenal comme le boulevard, non-
seulement de Venise, mais de FItalie, et meme de FEurope toute
entiere centre les Turcs; il forme cornme une ile separee, envi-
ronnee de hautes murailles et de plusieurs tours, qui sont gardees
avec soin.3 Once, in the great days, sixteen thousand men and
women were employed here, on shipbuilding, in the cannon
foundries, and at rope or sail making. In these latter, known in
dialect as la Tana, only girls and women were employed and, for
the character of its inhabitants and their reputation, this was as the
tobacco factory of Seville. The art of casting cannon, an hereditary
profession, was in the hands, largely, of the Alberghetti family.
Their metal was the Brescian steel. Great and solemn feasts were
given here, as it was the might and pride of the Republic. We
would have seen the banquet offered to Henri III, on his return
from Cracow to be King of France; and the later festivals for the
Comte du Nord, Paul I, son of the Empress Catherine, who spent
seven hours in the Arsenal of Venice. We would have seen the
twenty-four galleys always building here, besides the three peot-
toni, gilded as usual, in which the Doge and his court went to the
Venetian churches.* We would be taken round by high authority.
'L'Amirai conduit lui-meme dans FArsenal les etrangers de dis-
tinction. On a coutume d'y manger des huitres, qui sont tres larges
et tres bonnes.'

IX

But the Carnevale di Venecia! And we hear that florid and full-
shaped little tune, once the favourite of the musical box. It is all
runs and roulades. It plays itself like the statement of the theme
before the variations. Then comes the counter theme, all watch
springs and the fine teeth of the comb. After which the tune re-

* As an example, in these peottoni the Doge and the Senators crossed the
water, every thkd Sunday in July, in order to visit the church of II Redentore,
upon the Giudecca; and, every first of May, the Doge and Senate paid a visit
to the convent of the Vergini, near to the Arsenal.
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